St. Mary School
A Place of Spirited Learning

News and Reminders
September 5, 2008

The Week at a Glance

Monday, September 8, 2008

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Wednesday, September 10, 2008 Mack to School Night&- 6:30 PM-8:00 PM
Thursday, September 11, 2008

Friday, September 12, 2008 Liturgy D 10:00 AM D Dress Uniform

Super Bingo: Come join us for a night of good food and fun at our SUPER BINGO,
this Friday, September 5. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and Early Birds start at 7:00 p.m.

Admission is $40 at the door. To receive the reduced admission of $35, call Coleen
Sarosi at 412-486-6622 for advanced tickets.

Playground / Cafeteria Help: We are in great need of paid volunteers to work in the
cafeteria and playground on Mondays, Tuesdays and/or Fridays. We need one more
person for each of those days. If you are interested, please call the school office for
more information.

School Uniform Items: @ently usedQuniform items are available here at school. A
clothing rack is located in Providence Hall (by the SCRIP office) with donated school
clothing including pants, shirts, skirts, and jumpers. Any school family can take the
items; just please leave the hangers. Donations to the exchange can be sent through
the school office or dropped off in the SCRIP office between 8-10 AM. Please make
sure donated clothing is clean and sized if possible.




Dear Parents,

The PTG is gearing up for another successful year of programs and services. One of these important
services is the Good Samaritan Network.

Its purpose is to assist fellow school families in times of crisis or need. This may be something as
simple as arranging a car pool for a mother with a new baby or as complex as providing a network of
helpers for a family experiencing critical or protracted illnesses or deaths.

The committee began quite a few years ago and has served many school families with meals, car
pools, sympathy cards, baby-sitting services, prayers and other such services. The whole idea is to
answer our call as Christians to be servants and to show God!s presence around us.

Each homeroom has a volunteer coordinator responsible for organizing activities to assist the families
in their own room as situations may develop. The coordinator will send out an interest survey to all
parents of their homeroom, which will provide a pool of parents willing to help with the specific tasks.
Coordinators also communicate regularly with the homeroom teacher as specific needs may be
brought to his or her attention.

Please consider taking on this very important job as a Good Samaritan Coordinator for your
homeroom. Guidance will be offered. Best of all, you can do almost all of this very important work
from home! Thank you.

Please return this form to Sheila Omecene c/o Kat in Room #5.

If you have any questions please call me at 412/492-0838.

Yes, | am able to be the Good Samaritan Coordinator for my child!s homeroom:

Name:

Phone

Homeroom Teacher Room#

Studentls Name




AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE ST. MARY!S FORENSIC TEAM

What is the Forensic Program? Forensic speech is public speaking. Students in the Forensic
Program will be given the opportunity to practice and perform literary and dramatic works in poetry,
prose, drama, declamation (speeches) and group reading.

Who is eligible to participate in the Forensic Program? Students in Grades 5 -8.

When does the Forensic Team meet and compete? Students will practice on Saturdays from 9:00
10:30 a.m. The tournaments are on Saturday mornings, usually from 8:30 to noon. An introductory
meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 17, 2008, 7:00 p.m. in Providence Hall for all
interested students and their parents. The first practice will be Saturday, September 20, 2008 from
9:00 to 10:30.

Where do the practices and competitions take place? The practices will take place in the school.
Students will enter the school at the front entrance and report to Room 2. We will then disperse to the
classrooms from there. The competitions will be at various schools in the northern region of the
county.

Why is forensic speech so important? The experience and confidence, which comes from
speaking in public, has benefits for students in school and in other areas as well. It gives them the
ability to succeed by allowing them to know how to speak in a public setting and presenting
themselves in a professional manner. College admissions directors are relying less on grade point
averages and standardized testing and more on success in academically related extracurricular
activities such as speech.

How will the Forensic Program be conducted? The first meeting for students will be an
informational meeting to explain the program to interested students and their parents. During and
following the first meeting, students will be asked to choose a piece to perform. Resources will be
provided. Every week students will practice their pieces with parent coaches. A full team of 14
students is sent to the competitions. There are 3 regular season tournaments and 2 post- season
tournaments each year. Every effort will be made to spread the opportunities to compete among all
the students with preference going to the older students.

The reaction of our students, parents and teachers has been overwhelming. A marked improvement
in self-confidence, poise and classroom participation has been noted among the forensic students.

If you are interested, please complete the form below and return it to the office by Friday, September

12, 2008. If you have any questions before the first meeting, please call Sheila Omecene at 412/492-
0838.

Yes, | am interested in participating in the Forensic Program.

Name Grade Room #

Phone #




The Cub Scouts of Pack 169 invite you to a special meeting and sign-up night at

St Mary School BProvidence Hall
Friday, September 5
6:00-7:00 PM

For more information about how your son can join, please contact Lou Hamill at 412-779-3695.

If you want your son to have some fun, excitement, outdoor opportunities, and a chance to participate
in a program in which he doesn't always have to winN instead, he learns about "Do your best" and
how to be helpful to othersN then we have just the program for you!

Cub Scouting is a home- and neighborhood-centered program designed to support and encourage
guality family involvement for boys in the first through fifth grades. Each Cub Scout learns to respect
his home, country, and other people. The program also helps boys this age to:

a Learn new physical skills through sports, crafts, and games.

a Learn how to get along with others through group activities.

a Develop new mental skills such as writing and calculating.

a Develop personal independence.

a Learn to make values-based decisions that assist them throughout their adult life.

Now is your chance to get your son involved and signed up for Cub Scouting.

For every 100 boys who join Scouting, records indicate that:
RARELY will one be brought before the juvenile court system
2 will become Eagle Scouts
17 will become future Scout volunteers
12 will have their first contact with a church
1 will enter the clergy
5 will earn their church award
18 will develop a hobby that will last through their adult life
8 will enter a vocation that was learned through the merit badge system
1 will use his Scouting skills to save his own life
1 will use his Scouting skills to save the life of another person

recent nation-wide survey of high schools revealed the following information:
85% of student council presidents were Scouts
89% of senior class presidents were Scouts
80% of junior class presidents were Scouts
75% of school publication editors were Scouts
71% of football captains were Scouts

Scouts also account for:

64% of Air Force Academy graduates

68% of West Point graduates

70% of Annapolis graduates

72% of Rhodes Scholars

85% of F.B.l. agents

26 of the first 29 astronauts
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You can learn about scouting at these websites http://www.scouting.org/ http://www.gpc-bsa.org/

Please be sure a parent or guardian comes with your son to the meeting to help him sign up for Cub
Scouting.



Middle School Dance!!l

6", 7" and 8'" Grades

St. Mary’s Church Hall
Saturday, September 27, 2008
7:15D10:00 pm

Refreshments will be sold.

TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE SCHOOL FOR $5.00
On Wed, Thurs, Fri (September-24-25-26) in the Office or at the Rectory
Tickets are non-refundable.

NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR!
NO ONE WILL BE ADMITTED WITHOUT A TICKET.

Cash or check payable to St. Mary® PTG.

Dress code will be enforced D no halter tops, tube tops, low cut or
backless/strapless shirts are to be worn. No camis are permitted without a
shirt over it. Inappropriate low cut slacks or short skirts are not allowed. T-
shirts will be given to any student not following the dress code!

No one is permitted to leave the dance until 10:00 PM, unless a parent or
other adult comes in for them.

No inappropriate dancing or behavior. Parents will be called if need be.

Police officer will be in attendance
Sponsored by St. Mary®@ PTG



WE NEED CHAPERONES!!
MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE

Saturday, September 27, 2008

The middle school dance will be held on Saturday, September 27, 2008
from 7:15-10:00 pm. The dances have been very popular with both our
students and those from area schools, and we truly have enjoyed hosting
them.

Please check your schedule to see if you are available to chaperone the
dance on September 27". We need approximately 25 adult chaperones to
effectively monitor the dance. Thisis a PTG fundraiser; each time you
volunteer to participate in a PTG event, you have the chance to win a $100.00
tuition scholarship at the end
of the school year.

If you are able to chaperone, please email Melissa Williams at
mlw8907@connecttime.net or Nicki Nigro at nickinigro@comcast.net to register to
chaperone. We will need afew men who will be assigned outside and inside.
Please save this information as your confirmation to chaperone---you will not
be called to re-confirm. All chaperones are asked to meet in Marian Hall by
7:00 pm on September 27". Also, if you could stay a few minutes after the
dance to help clean up, your help would be greatly appreciated.

As areminder, please pick up your children outside the building
following the dance. For safety reasons, parents are not permitted to enter the
building or the staircase to meet their children. Thank you for your
cooperation.



St. Mary’s School Drama Club

announes auditionsfor the 2008-2009 Middle School Muscal
performance of

.“ao\\‘“@

Auditions for
6" 7" and 8" Graders

to be held
Tuesday, September 9, 2008
3:00 — 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, September 11, 2008 (if needed)
3:00 — 4:30 p.m.

To audition:

1) Complete the attached CRegistration & Release FormO attach payment of $40.00 per student and return to
the school office, ASAP.

2) Contact Mrs. Gualtieri at smsdrama@gmail.com or j.gualtieri @comcast.net to obtain your audition
materials. Y ou may audition for specific parts. Y ou do not have to be memorized Pbut if you want a major
part, you do have to sing!

Book, music and Lyrics by Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey
Licensing by: Samuel French, Inc.

*not exactly like the movie




St. Mary’s School Drama Club

Permission, Release & Registration

| give my child, , permission to attend St. Mary@ Drama Club twice weekly
practices, to be Deld after school from 3:00 ©4:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. | am enclosing a check made
out to St. Mary@ School in the amount of $40.00.

| release St. Mary@ School, St. Mary@ Church and the St. Mary®@ Drama Club |eaders and volunteers of any
liability.

Parent or Guardian Signature & Date

| understand that | choose to participate in the St. Mary® Drama Club and | will abide by the rules made by its adult
leaders and volunteers. For the following, circle all that apply: | wish to participate as an actor, singer, dancer. |
wish to participate as a member of the crew (lighting, sound, creating sets).

Sudent Sgnature Parent or Guardian Signature
Contact & Emergency I nformation

Parent or Guardian Cell Phone Number:

We regularly provide information via the website and email. Please print your email address to be added to our
emailing list:

Emergency Contact Person: Phone:
Cdl:

Insurance Provider: Group #:

Publicity Release

| give permission for photographs of my child to be used on the St. Mary School Drama Club website page, for the
play program and for advertisement around the sacred grounds.

Parent or Guardian Signature

Child Pickup: Please pick you child up promptly at 4:30 p.m., and please come into the building to pick up your
child.

School Note: You must send a blanket permission note to the school office to inform them that you child is
attending Drama Club weekly.



