St. Mary School
A Place of Spirited Learning

News and Reminders
September 4, 2009
Monday, September 7, 2009 Labor Day — No School

Tuesday, September 8, 2009 Band Meeting for Parents
7:00 PM - Art Room

Wednesday, September 9, 2009
Thursday, September 10, 2009

Friday, September 11, 2009 Liturgy — 10:00 AM — Dress Uniform

Absences: Parents should call the school office each day that a child is absent from school.
Give the child's name, homeroom teacher, and reason for the absence. Upon returning from
school, a student must submit a written excuse to his/her homeroom teacher. In the case of

illness please be specific as the state requires the school to track the information.

Internet Policy: The Internet Policy Signature Form is included in this newsletter. It was
omitted from the first day packet. Please complete the form and return it to the school office.
Thank you.

Steeler Spirit Day - On Thursday, September 10" all students and staff may wear their
favorite Steeler shirt with jeans, bermuda or walking shorts, capris and tennis shoes. No jeans
shorts or mesh shorts are permitted.

Picture Day: St. Mary School Picture Day will be Monday, October 5, 2009. Students are not
permitted to wear jeans or mesh basketball shorts. It is considered a Dress Up day.

President Obama’s Speech: The student’s at St. Mary School will not be listening to
President Obama’s Speech on September 8".

Middle School Dance: Mark your calendar. First dance of the year is Saturday, September
19, 2009, 7:15 — 10:00 pm in Marian Hall. Please plan to attend: kids AND parents — we need
chaperones too. More information will follow.

2010 PTG Auction: The PTG is in need of Chairpersons and additional volunteers for the
2010 PTG Auction. If you are interested, please contact Theresa Cavallaro.

(over)



Protecting God’s Children: All employees and volunteers of St. Mary of the Assumption
Parish and School must attend the Protecting God’s Children workshop in addition to having a
criminal background check, child abuse clearance, and be registered in the Diocesan
Database order to be in compliance with the Diocese of Pittsburgh. A workshop will be held in
two sessions, part 1: September 21, 6:30 PM, and part 2: October 19, 6:30 PM at St. Mary of
the Assumption. Please contact the Faith Formation Office at 412-486-5521 to register or to
register by email: ccdoffice @stmaryglenshaw.org. If you have any questions, please call the
school office.

Newsletter Submissions: If you would like to put something into the newsletter, please send
it to the office by Tuesday at 8:30AM. If you would like this information included on the St.
Mary School Web site, you must email the information, in a WORD document, to both:
pilarskia@stmaryglenshaw.org AND bishope @stmaryglenshaw.org

H1N1 Virus Precautions: We are taking steps here in the school to prevent the spread of the
H1N1 virus and ask that you reiterate the following with your child(ren):

* Wash hands often

* Do not touch your hands to your face (especially the nose and mouth)

* Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze

» Stay home from school if flu like symptoms (fever, cough, headaches, sore throat and
fatigue) appear

* Seek medical attention if necessary

Faith Formation News

Faith Enrichment for Adults & Teens: (Call 412-486-5521 to register to attend)

Are YOU Desperate for the Word? Come to our Bible Study, Tuesdays, 1:00-2:30 PM in our
Faith Formation Conference center, lower floor of the school building, begins Sept. 8. Call Dory
Monahan, 412-492-9891 for details.

Creed: The Profession of Faith - Master Catechist: Rev. Ed Schleicher begins September 15,
2009 — Marian Hall six Tuesdays, 6:30 till 9:00 PM.

The Scripture Sourcebook & The Catholic Sourcebook, an exploration session with Father
John Marcucci Thursday, September 17, 6:30 — 9:30 PM St. Mary School, Room 23 by
Library



St. Mary School

Acceptable Use Policy and Internet User Agreement

For Students
Student:
(last name) (first name)
Grade: Room:
Student:

I understand and will abide by the Acceptable Use Policy and Internet User Agreement of St. Mary School. | further
understand that any violation of the regulations is unethical and may constitute a criminal offense. Should | commit any
violation, my access privileges may be revoked, school disciplinary action may be taken and/or appropriate legal action may
be taken.

STUDENT SIGNATURE

PARENT /GUARDIAN SIGNATURE

DATE

Parent:

As the parent or guardian of this student, | have read the Acceptable Use Policy and Internet User Agreement. | understand
that this Internet Access is designated for educational purposes. St. Mary School has taken precautions to eliminate
controversial materials, via software, which blocks out offensive and inappropriate material. | also recognize that it is
impossible for St. Mary School restrict access to all controversial materials and | will not hold St. Mary School responsible for
materials acquired on the network. Further, | accept full responsibility if and when my child’s use is not in a school setting. |
hereby give permission to issue an account for my child and certify that the information contained on this form is correct.

STUDENT SIGNATURE

PARENT /GUARDIAN SIGNATURE

DATE

_ | do not want my child to use the Internet at school.

PARENT /GUARDIAN SIGNATURE



AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE ST. MARY’S FORENSIC TEAM

What is the Forensic Program? Forensic speech is public speaking. Students in the Forensic Program will
be given the opportunity to practice and perform literary and dramatic works in poetry, prose, drama,
declamation (speeches) and group reading.

Who is eligible to participate in the Forensic Program? Students in Grades 5 -8.

When does the Forensic Team meet and compete? Students will practice on Saturdays from 9:00 10:30
a.m. The tournaments are on Saturday mornings, usually from 8:30 to noon. An introductory meeting will
be held on Saturday, September 19, 2009, 9:00 a.m. in Marian Hall for all interested students and their
parents. The first practice will be Saturday, September 26, 2009 from 9:00 to 10:30.

Where do the practices and competitions take place? The practices will take place in the school.
Students will enter the school at the front entrance and check room assignment sheet near Rooms 7 and 8.
The competitions take place at various schools, primarily in the northern region of the county.

Why is forensic speech so important? The experience and confidence, which comes from speaking in
public, has benefits for students in school and in other areas as well. It gives them the ability to succeed by
allowing them to know how to speak in a public setting and presenting themselves in a professional manner.
College admissions directors are relying less on grade point averages and standardized testing and more on
success in academically related extracurricular activities such as speech.

How will the Forensic Program be conducted? The first meeting for students will be an informational
meeting to explain the program to interested students and their parents. During and following the first
meeting, students will be asked to choose a piece to perform. Resources will be provided. Every week
students will practice their pieces with parent coaches. A full team of 14 students is sent to the competitions.
There are 3 regular season tournaments and 2 post- season tournaments each year. Every effort will be
made to spread the opportunities to compete among all the students with preference going to the older
students.

The reaction of our students, parents and teachers to this program has been overwhelming. A marked
improvement in self-confidence, poise and classroom participation has been noted among the forensic
students.

If you are interested, please complete the form below and return it to through Kat, Room 3 by Friday,
September 18, 2009. If you have any questions before the first meeting, please call Sheila Omecene at
412/492-0838.

Yes, I am interested in participating in the Forensic Program.

Name Grade Room #

Phone #




Dear Parents,

The PTG is gearing up for another successful year of programs and services. One of these important
services is the Good Samaritan Network.

Its purpose is to assist fellow school families in times of crisis or need. This may be something as simple as
arranging a car pool for a mother with a new baby or as complex as providing a network of helpers for a
family experiencing critical or protracted illnesses or deaths.

The committee began quite a few years ago and has served many school families with meals, car pools,
sympathy cards, baby-sitting services, prayers and other such services. The whole idea is to answer our call
as Christians to be servants and to show God’s presence around us.

Each homeroom has a volunteer coordinator responsible for organizing activities to assist the families in
their own room as situations may develop. The coordinator will send out an interest survey to all parents of
their homeroom, which will provide a pool of parents willing to help with the specific tasks. Coordinators
also communicate regularly with the homeroom teacher as specific needs may be brought to his or her
attention.

Please consider taking on this very important job as a Good Samaritan Coordinator for your homeroom.
Guidance will be offered. Best of all, you can do almost all of this very important work from home! Thank
you.

Please return this form to Sheila Omecene c/o Kat in Room #3.

If you have any questions please call me at 412/492-0838.

Yes, I am able to be the Good Samaritan Coordinator for my child’s homeroom:

Name:

Phone

Homeroom Teacher Room#

Student’s Name




Middle School Dance !l

Grades 6™, 7™ and 8™

St. Mary's Church Hall
Saturday, September 19, 2009
/:15 - 10:00 pm

R efreshments will be sold!

COST: $5.00

Cash or check payable to St. Mary's PTG.

BUY YOUR TICKETS AT THE SCHOOL OFFICE

On Wed, Thurs, Fri (Sept 16, 17, 18)
Also sold in the CCD Office or at the Rectory

Tickets are non-refundable.
No tickets will be sold at the door.

Dress code: No halter tops, tube tops, low cut or backless/strapless shirts are to be worn.
No camis are permitted without a blouse over it. Inappropriate low cut slacks or short
skirts are not allowed. No clothing with inappropriate sayings. Dress code will be enforced.
T-shirts will be given to any student not following the dress codel

Behavior: No inappropriate dancing or behavior. Parents will be called if need be.

No one is permitted to leave the dance until 10:00 pm,
unless a parent or other adult comes in for them.

Chaperones and police officer will be in attendance



WE NEED CHAPERONES!!

Our first of middle school dance of this new school year will be Saturday,
September 19, 2009 from 7:15-10:00 pm. The dances are very popular both with
our students and those from other area Catholic schools. They are a lot of fun and the
kids love them.

We need your help for things to run smoothly. Approximately 15-20 adult chaperones
are needed to effectively monitor the dance. If you've never chaperoned, don’t worry,
no experience required. Those who have done it will tell you that the job is rather easy
and you may even get a few laughs out of it. Please check your schedule to see if you
are available on September 19". Parents/grandparents/guardians of any children in
grades 6, 7 or 8 are welcome to help.

This is also a PTG fundraiser, so it's not only fun for the kids, but helps us all raise
money for our school at the same time.

Renee Restori will be organizing our chaperones this year. Please email Renee at
Restori7@aol.com to let her know you will help chaperone. We especially need a few
men to work both outside and inside. This year, we are also hoping to have one
chaperone with a medical background at each dance. Renee will e-mail you back to
confirm your presence at the dance.

All chaperones are asked to meet in Marian Hall by 7:00 pm on Saturday,
September 19. A separate flyer outlining chaperone responsibilities is also included
in this newsletter. Please familiarize yourself with it.

Also, if you could stay a few minutes after the dance to help clean up, that would
really help. Feel free to call or e-mail me with any questions.

Thanks for volunteering,

Mary Sue Certo-Newcamp & Renee Restori
marysuecerto@comcast.net or 412-767-5234




St. Mary’s School
DANCE CHAPERONE GUIDELINES
(Thanks for helping out)
We want our dances to be both fun and safe for all of the children
attending, but as we all know sometimes middle school kids need our
direction, especially in these more free social settings. It is our
responsibility to guide them in a positive yet firm manner. We want
our school dances to be events that make all of us proud of our
school, our students and our parents. Thanks for doing your part.

1. No child is permitted to leave the dance until 10:00 PM
unless a parent or other adult comes in for them.

2. No mosh pits, no pushing, rough housing, bullying, etc.

3. Please do not tolerate inappropriate or unsafe dancing or behavior. Use your best
judgment. It is your job to guide our children. Feel free to ask other chaperones for
help or guidance with any issues. A head chaperone will also be assigned for each
dance.

4.  Obviously, no inappropriate physical contact is acceptable at any time.

5. One — two adults will be assigned at the entrance door to collect tickets and check for
appropriate dress. Chaperones will also be assigned to each exit door and restrooms, as
well as floaters, who will float the floor. A chaperone may be called upon to check
inside the restrooms periodically. We also need a few men who will be assigned outside
to keep an eye out for kids who many try to stay outside after making a phone call or
getting some fresh air, etc, as well as to help safely direct the traffic flow of people and
vehicles after the dance is over. One chaperone should be responsible for turning lights
back on at the end of the dance.

6. Drinks or snacks are not permitted past the tables set up near the concession.

7. Cell phones generally do not work inside; if need be, chaperones can escort the student
outside at the door near the concession and remain with them during their call.

8. All students will enter and exit the same door.

9. Please try to monitor and discourage cell phone picture taking, as there was possibly a
cell phone picture/video from one of our dances posted on YOU TUBE.

10. Please stay a few minutes after the dance to help clean up.

11. A policeman will be in the hall during the dance. Feel free to consult with him on any
issue.
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Attention Parents and Patrons:
On behalf of the SMAA, you are invited to place a tax-deductible advertisement in this
year’s Fall Sports Booster Book.

Business owners ... your advertisement in the program will enable you to promote
your business in an effective way and for the entire fall season. Our book will be seen
during the many St. Mary’s sporting events by hundreds of people from the North Hills
area of Pittsburgh.

Proud Parents ... your picture and/or message to your child and his or her coaches
and teammates will be a valuable keepsake. Pass this letter on to the Grandparents, as
well. They may want to add their own personal words of encouragement and pride to the
Booster Book.

Parents of 8th graders...This is a great opportunity to commemorate your child’s
final year as a St. Mary Condor. Consider submitting an ad including pictures of your
child in his/her early years as a St. Mary’s athlete.

Your advertisement dollars help to support the impressive athletic programs at St.
Mary’s and this book is one of the SMAA’s leading fundraisers. The SMAA is solely
responsible for the administration and funding of all St. Mary’s athletic programs.
Simply put, we cannot do this without your cooperation and support.

The most effective way to submit your ad is via e-mail. If you cannot use
e-mail, please do NOT print your ad and send through school. I have a
scanner or your ad can be burned to a disk or sent via a jumpdrive.
Please contact me if you need help.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING ADS IS Wednesday, September 23, 2009.

Thank you for your continued support and GO CONDORS!

Laurie Exler Booster Program Coordinator
Domenic Costa SMAA Board Chairperson



Family/Business Name

Phone Number E-mail

ADVERTISEMENT OPTION SIZES: (book will be printed in black and white)

Full Page (8 4" x 117) $100.00

Half Page (8 4" x 5 %) $ 75.00

Quarter Page (4% “x5'%”) $50.00*

Sponsor $ 25.00 (Sponsor ad should be up to 2 lines )

*you may provide a business card which will be enlarged to a quarter page ad.

Ad enclosed: Ad sent via e-mail: (Please send this paper along with your check if ad was sent via e-
mail.)

AD CONTENTS:

Example: sponsor ad

GO CONDORS!! HAVE A GREAT SEASON, MIKE!!
LOVE, MOM AND DAD

Send all E-MAILS to: laexler2@yahoo.com

Send all paperwork and checks to: Laurie Exler via Justin Room 4
Or mail to Laurie Exler, 1719 Jancey St, Pittsburgh 15206

Make Checks Payable To: “SMAA” or “St. Mary’s Athletic Association”
AD DEADLINE IS: Wednesday, September 23, 2009
|

MANY, MANY THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORTHI!



